THOSE who work in accident and emergency departments are exposed to particular risks in the medicolegal field. They are usually offered advice either from lawyers, who know what the law is but do not fully appreciate why a doctor feels impelled to act as he does, or from doctors who do understand, but whose grasp of the law is less than perfect. The great advantage of this book is that the author is both lawyer and doctor. He is the emergency physician in charge of the Emergency Room of Underwood Memorial Hospital, Woodbury, a Member of the Bar of New Jersey, Kentucky and Editor of "Emergency Physician Legal Bulletin".
The book is American, and therefore based on American law and written from a more aggressively litigious situation than our own. Not everything is directly applicable to a United Kingdom situation. However, the fundamental basis of the law relating to negligence, confidentiality and such matters does not vary.
The least relevant chapter is probably that on Good Samaritan laws. I do not know of any strictly comparable law here. The chapter on the legal risks of the Emergency Medical Technician (the paramedic or up-graded ambulance man) is a warning of what may happen here if workers of this grade are introduced. That does not prove that such grades are inappropriate, it merely highlights one possible accompanying complication. The other 13 chapters are all concerned with such matters as consent to treatment, the medical record, child abuse, rape and psychiatric emergencies.
The writing is lucid and commendably free of jargon. In spite of the American setting I think it is a book well worth having in the Accident and Emergency Library in departments in the United Kingdom.
W.H.R. THIS book follows a current trend, particularly prevalent in America in the last ten years, in that various topics are presented in a multidisciplinary manner relating normal and abnormal structure and function. This educational concept is in some ways good, especially for a complicated system such as the nervous system, and Review of Neuroscience provides a great deal of information in this way. As with all multidisciplinary presentation it fails, however, in that total correlation is impossible and in fact the reader is presented with a series of chapters on embryology, anatomy, neurophysiology, clinical neurology, and neuropathology rather than with a truly integrated presentation. Nevertheless, the information provided is useful and the diagrams are excellent. It is doubtful, however, if the student approaching neuroscience for the first time would find this the easiest book from which to learn. It is probably better to approach the subject conventionally through the established texts on embryology, anatomy, physiology, etc. Nevertheless for those who wish to revise topics quickly and easily, this is a WITH medical oncology becoming a more important sub-specialty this 400-page book is a valuable addition to the growing number of oncology textbooks. It is a simple, explicit, clinically oriented presentation of a multi-author work in which many of the contributions are excellent and up-to-date; for example, the chapter on hyperacalcaemia of malignancy and its treatment with Mithramycin and the chapter on the management of nutrition. It also includes useful references. This text could be appreciated by undergraduates but is written in particular for physicians interested in oncology and postgraduates studying medical oncology.
REVIEW OF NEUROSCIENCE. By Ben
The practical approach to the overall care of the patient, including the very important psychological aspect, is emphasised by the many clinical examples described throughout the book. Accompanying illustrations would have been more helpful in colour.
I found this book a very worthwhile presentation and an excellent reference. Z.M. and W.S.L.
